Rapid HIV screening at the point of care: legal and ethical issues.
In March 2000, the Canadian HIV/AIDS Legal Network released a comprehensive report entitled Rapid HIV Screening at the Point of Care: Legal and Ethical Issues. The release of the report coincided with the issuing of the first license to sell rapid HIV test kits in Canada for use by health-care professionals at the "point of care," and received considerable media attention. The report makes 23 recommendations to federal and provincial/territorial health officials, health-care professionals and their professional associations and regulatory bodies, and test kit manufacturers, with a view to ensuring that the potential benefits of this testing technology are maximized and the potential harms are prevented or minimized. We reproduce here the executive summary of the report.